
 January 2015

Dear Travel Friend,

“Live for moments you can’t put into words.” This may be one of those moments… 2015 marks the 60th 
Anniversary of Ambassador Tours – I am in awe. 60 years of all things travel from one of the oldest and 
most successful family-owned-and-operated travel agencies in the country. Wow. We feel incredibly lucky 
for our good fortune and grateful to our beloved clientele who have been with us for so long – as well as 
to our newer travel enthusiasts who have more recently become a part of the Ambassador family. We 
couldn’t have done it without you; and we are excited for the NEXT 60 years!

We have seen all kinds of changes in the travel industry over the years – from where people want to go and how they want 
to vacation, to advances in technology, the role of the travel agent, what defines “all-inclusive,” and so much more. It’s been 
an exciting ride, and we’ve been there every step of the way, looking toward the future of travel without losing sight of 
the service, insight and knowledge that comes from being in business this long.  Our role is an important one, and we 
embrace the technological changes that have developed.

That being said, we also know that there will always be a need for the knowledgeable travel agent in your life. Technology 
and the Internet are fantastic tools (and they make OUR lives easier too!), but they can’t do everything. I attended a seminar 
not long ago, where the speaker said, “Booking online is easy, but booking with a travel agent is an enhanced experience.” We 
are here to support you, give you expert advice, troubleshoot any travel snafu’s that may arise, and ensure that you have 
the best vacation experience possible. Some call us superheroes (blush); we just like to think of ourselves as a trusted 
friend and expert in the field of travel, ready to help you make lots of little travel moments – which result in a great 
adventure.

Now back to moments of celebration…We know of no better way to celebrate our 60th Anniversary than with a very special 
escorted cruise lead by both Ambassador’s founders (my mom and dad), as well as my wife, Chris, and myself – do we know 
how to party, or what? We hope you’ll join us on this momentous occasion.

And, I hope you enjoy this edition of the Ambassador Advantage. We’ve included valuable travel tips, creative ways to save 
for your next vacation (see Page 4), what’s trending in 2015 travel (see Page 5), inspiration to find the perfect vacation 
just for YOU (see Page 6), how to use Instagram as a travel guide (see Page 12) and much, much more! 

Be sure to check in on Mom and Dad Pollard (see Page 2) to read all about their various goings on and latest travel 
adventures! 

Read on and let us know your thoughts about our current issue, as well as any future story ideas you’d like to see published! 

“Life is about moments. Create them. Don’t wait for them.” Are YOU ready? Happy New Year, friends – let’s get traveling. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Gary M. Pollard, CTC 
President & CEO 
gmpollard@ambassadortours.com

  
P.S. Remember to make the most of the Ambassador Advantage by sharing it with all of your friends and family 
who have an interest in travel. Pass it on and share the value!

 MOMENTS OF ADVENTURE. MOMENTS OF CELEBRATION.
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Call ambassador Tours Today
your Princess Cruises Expert. 1-800-989-9000.

* Fares are per person, non-air, cruise-only, based on double occupancy and apply to the first two passengers in a stateroom. These fares do not apply to singles or third/fourth-berth 
passengers. This offer is capacity controlled and may not be combinable with any other public, group or past passenger discount, including onboard credits. Offer is not transferable  
and is available to residents of the 50 United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, Mexico and the District of Columbia who are 21 years of age or older and receive this offer. Fares quoted in  
U.S. dollars.  Please refer to princess.com for terms, conditions and definitions that apply to all bookings. Up to $75 onboard credit is per stateroom, based on double occupancy.  
Onboard credit may be used on a single voyage only, expires at the end of that voyage and is not redeemable for cash. Onboard credit is quoted in U.S. dollars. Void where prohibited  
by law. ©2014 Princess Cruises. Ships of Bermudan and British registry.

10 -day alaska  
Golden Princess® | Roundtrip San Francisco | 9/9/15

10 -day mexiCo  
Grand Princess® | Roundtrip San Francisco | 12/10/15

$1,199*
fares from

$999*
fares from

Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses of up to $225 per person are additional, and are subject to change.

Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses of up to $145 per person are additional, and are subject to change.

$75  
onboard CrediT! 

reCeive up To

CST 1002139-10

Call Us Today!

www.ambassadortours.com
800.989.9000



TRAVEL TIDBITS
F R O M  A M B A S S A D O R  T O U R S ’  C O - F O U N D E R S  

Stan & Leone Pollard

Hello, Hello!

It must be that time of year to communicate with all of our wonderful friends, relatives 
and acquaintances, as we have been doing for the past many years. Leone and I are still 
around and hosting cruises for Ambassador Tours as well as for the travel consortium  
“Ensemble,” to which we belong,
 
It is hard to believe that another year has gone by, and I realize that we have now been 
in the travel business with Ambassador Tours for 60 years.  I can still remember 
when we first started and I was looking for cruises to advertise, when I found one on 
P & O Lines.  A person could go around the world for 80 days for only $999 
per person.  Of course, it was a berth in a cabin to be shared with 3 others and the 
bathroom was down the hall, but it was a start.  That Monday morning when I opened 
up for business, there were 80 people standing in line outside the door waiting to sign 
up for this “bargain” - and it wasn’t even “Black Friday!”  We sold a bunch and were on 
our way.
 
Now it is 60 years later, and we found something wonderful happening this coming 
September.  Leone and I will be celebrating Ambassador Tours’ 60th with an anniversary 
cruise on the Coral Princess through the Panama Canal.  Not only does it sail from 
San Francisco through the Canal to Florida but Gary and Chris are coming along as 
well.  Naturally there is a catch.  We all have to be the hosts which means we have to 
work at it.  Of course, we love doing this “work” even though some people might say, 
“Are you kidding?”  They are so right!  The price of this cruise including bonuses, a 
cocktail party, (and more!) begins at only $99 per person per day.  Don’t worry 
about us; if we lose money on every cruise we sell, we will make it up on volume.  Do 
you actually believe that?  I’ve been telling our clients that for over 60 glorious years.  The 
Coral Princess holds just under2000 passengers, so if you are looking for a ship with 
smaller numbers this is for you.  Personally, we like this and hope you will too. For 
more details, visit our website at www.ambassadortours.com
 
We are now even looking ahead to 2015.  Leone and I are hosting the World Cruise 
on the Silver Whisper for 115 days.  WOW!  With some good clean living and a little 
love and luck, we will make this cruise (and many more to follow).   I know many of you 
do not have the time or the inclination to be away this long, but there are several shorter 
segments to this cruise that might please you and which would allow you to see parts of 
the world you haven’t seen yet.  In any event, we would love cruising with you.
 
We both wish you and all your loved ones a healthy and happy year in 2015.  
Please keep well and enjoy life and traveling! 

FOLLOW 
YOUR 

CURIOSITY
Silversea can satisfy the curiosity  
of the most inquisitive traveller.  
On board, our all-inclusive 
indulgences elevate your cruise 
to create the journey of a lifetime. 
Wander the world’s most incredible 
destinations with Silversea — and 
embark on a voyage of discovery.

Call Ambassador Tours,
your Silversea Cruises experts 

at 800-989-9000 today.

Jun 22 7 days Monte Carlo to Barcelona 

Jul 7 12 days Copenhagen to London  

Jul 25 7 days Venice to Rome 

Aug 3 7 days Athens to Venice 

FEATURED 2015 VOYAGES

Ships Registry: Bahamas.

8 Ships  •  7 Continents     

Over 800 destinations
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Join Gary & Christine Pollard of 
Ambassador Tours on Uniworld’s truly 
all-inclusive, 10-day “Eastern Europe 

Explorer” river cruise sailing April 27, 2015 
from Bucharest to Budapest.

Uniworld offers more exclusive excursions, 
more epicurean experiences, and more 

European itineraries than any other  
river cruise line.

Ambassador Tours | 800-989-9000

All-Inclusive Luxury 
with Uniworld

* Listed in US dollars. Savings is applicable to the specified itinerary/departure date only, 
and may be combined with other Uniworld promotions. Offer is capacity controlled 
and may be withdrawn at any time. Other restrictions may apply. For complete details 
including all Uniworld terms and conditions, contact Ambassador Tours. CST #2075415-20

Book between January 19–26, 2015 
to SAVE  $100 per person.*

14-ADS-195-HP-Ambassador=4.indd   1 12/1/14   10:37 AM

Knowing what to wear -- and, more 
importantly, what not to wear -- 
on a plane is crucial. Just ask Lady 
Gaga. In 2010, the pop star donned 
Alexander McQueen “armadillo 
shoes” and a wild outfit of black 
and yellow tape on a transatlantic 
flight. During the voyage, Gaga 
began to experience symptoms 
of deep vein thrombosis, a life-
threatening condition commonly 
caused by a combo of in-flight risk 
factors like low cabin pressure, 
dehydration, immobility during a 
long trip and cramped seats (so says 
the American Council on Exercise); 
attempt to endure this environment 
in a confining getup of tape and 12-
inch stilettos, and you’ve got trouble.
 
Chances are you don’t own a yellow 
and black tape outfit or 12-inch-high 
heels. But if similar things are lurking 

in your closet (you fashionable devil), 
I hope you’ve chosen to reserve such 
apparel for appropriate occasions, 
like directing traffic during a Mardi 
Gras parade -- and certainly not air 
travel.
 
Don’t: Tight clothing.  
Do: Natural, breathable fabrics.
Tight clothes can restrict blood flow 
in the already-confining space of an 
airplane seat. Ditch the skinny jeans 
and don loose-fitting natural fiber 
garments (clothes made from cotton 
or linen are a great choice) to give 
your skin some breathing room.
 
Don’t: High heels.  
Do: Comfortable shoes.
Heels are restrictive, and they’ve 
been said to cause a long list of 
maladies - plus, unless you’re one of 
Charlie’s Angels, they don’t exactly 

facilitate a clean exit in case of 
emergency. Hiking boots are a good 
bet, and frees up some suitcase 
space - and you’ll be comfortable 
walking miles through endless 
airport terminals. Also consider slip-
on shoes, which are wonderful for 
easing your way through security.
 
Don’t: Perfume or cologne.  
Do: Freshly washed clothes.
Odors are intensified on a plane, 
where passengers are cramped 
in close quarters and stale air is 
recycled throughout the cabin. The 
perfect seatmate is one who doesn’t 
smell like anything. To achieve a zen-
like lack of scent, be sure to reserve a 
clean outfit for the plane ride home. 
And go easy on the cologne. Better 
yet, don’t wear any.
 

A dream cruise is synonymous 
with relaxation and rejuvenation, 
experiences enhanced not only by 
sailing without a care across vast, 
tranquil seas but also by a trip now and 
then to the onboard spa. What began 
as a few massage tables folded into 
a windowless annex on many a large 
cruise vessel blossomed into a state-of-
the-art, full-service spa facility. Cruise 
ships steadily expanded their range 
of hands-on treatments to the point 
that, for some passengers, a cruise is 
less about calling on exotic ports and 
more about immersing oneself in an 
extended spa experience.
 
New trends in the “at sea” spa 
business include a boom in side-
by-side massages for couples, the 
proliferation of private spa villas for 
rent by the hour, and the introduction 

of both staterooms and menus that 
are custom-tailored for spa-struck 
passengers.
 
Both of Azamara Club Cruises’ 
ships, the Journey and the Quest, 
responded to these trends with spas 
that offer a wide range of traditional 
and exotic treatments, from aroma 
stone therapy and lime and 
ginger salt glows to tri-enzyme 
resurfacing facials.

Norwegian Cruise Lines has 
augmented its Mandara Spa offerings 
with a spa-user’s menu devised by 
Cooking Light Magazine. Health-
oriented passengers will find low-
calorie items among dining options as 
well as low-sodium, low-cholesterol 
and vegetarian entrées.

As Celebrity Cruises transforms its 
current spas to new Canyon Ranch 

SpaClubs offering spa, beauty salon, 
wellness and fitness amenities, 
AquaClass spa-inspired staterooms 
continue to provide unlimited access to 
the Persian Garden and priority seating 
in the exclusive and chic restaurant Blu, 
so passengers can eat, sleep and 
dream while enwrapped in a 
spa-at-sea nirvana.

While smaller premium cruise lines 
such as Seabourn have less space 
to devote to spas than today’s mega-
ships, they offer up a variety of fine 
services. The Seabourn Odyssey, for 
example, devotes two decks to spa 
facilities that include a thermal 
suite with two herbal saunas, 
a large hydrotherapy pool and 
even a waterfall.

What would you like your onboard 
spa-ahhhh experience to be like?

WHAT NOT TO WEAR

CRUISE SHIP SPA TRENDS

AVOID MAKING FASHION FAUX PAS AND YOU JUST MIGHT SAVE YOUR LIFE
ON A PLANE

We’re a world-leader in the travel 
insurance and assistance industry.  
With our team of problem-solving  
experts on your side, you’ll be in 
good hands if your trip takes an 
unexpected turn. 
Ask your Ambassador Tours counselor  
about Allianz Global Assistance Travel 
Insurance* today. You can also call us at 
1-888-358-2754 or visit our website at  
www.ambassadortours.com/insurance.html.

*Terms, conditions and exclusions apply.

Enjoy smooth sailing 
with Allianz Global 
Assistance.

13148_111814
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Fares expire 3/31/15. All fares are per person in U.S. dollars, valid for residents of 
United States and Canada, based on double occupancy (unless otherwise noted), 
for new bookings only and may be withdrawn at any time. Free Unlimited Internet 
and Shipboard Credit are one per stateroom. Not all promotions are combinable. 
2 for 1 and Early Booking Savings are based on published Full Brochure Fares; 
such fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all cabin categories and do 
not include optional charges as detailed in the Guest Ticket Contract, which may 
be viewed, along with additional terms, at OceaniaCruises.com. “Free Airfare” 
promotion does not include ground transfers and applies to coach, roundtrip 
flights only from the following airports: ATL, BOS, CLT, DCA, DEN, DFW, DTW, EWR, 
HNL, IAH, IAD, JFK, LAX, LGA, MCO, MDW, MIA, ORD, PHL, PHX, SAN, SAV, SEA, SFO, 
TPA, YOW, YUL, YVR, YYZ. Airfare is available from all other U.S. and Canadian 
gateways for an additional charge. Any advertised fares that include the “Free 
Airfare” promotion include all airline fees, surcharges and government taxes. 
Airline- imposed personal charges such as baggage fees may apply. For details 
visit exploreflightfees.com. Ships’ Registry:  Marshall Islands. DEC14116

Award-Winning Mid-Size Ships 
Finest Cuisine At Sea 

Destination Specialists 
Extraordinary Value 

Call Ambassador Tours 
your Oceania Cruise experts at 

1-800-989-9000

2 for 1 Cruise Fares  
plus Free Airfare*

Free Pre-Paid Gratuities
v 

Free Unlimited Internet  
v 

up to $1,000 Shipboard Credit 
per stateroom

* Offer is per stateroom based on 
double occupancy

NEW Early Booking Savings 
up to $5,000*

ne w Offer

DEC14116 Ambassador Tours Ad.indd   1 11/24/14   4:24 PM

A little creativity goes a long way. 
With money as tight as ever, and 
travel expenses arguably down but 
definitely not out, here are just a 
few ideas for how to  set aside the 
Benjamins that a big trip requires:
 
1. Open a Dedicated Savings 
Account
If you’re serious about saving up for 
your next vacation, then setting up a 
savings account exclusively for travel 
might be just the thing for you.
 
Check to make sure you don’t face 
any minimum balance penalties 
when you actually start to spend 
the money you’ve saved. It may also 
be useful to have ATM and online 
access to the account, which will 
let you draw money directly from 
the account when booking and 
while you travel; this keeps you from 
mingling your regular accounts with 
your “trip money,” guaranteeing 
that the money you set aside for the 
trip is the money you actually spend.
 
2. Then Set Up Automatic 
Transfers
Once you have a dedicated account 
set up, you have to fund it. If you 
don’t trust yourself to do so, set up 

an automatic transfer at a regular 
interval to do it for you. This is easy 
to set up and can really add up over 
time. A transfer of $14/week ($2/
day) adds up to just short of $730 by 
the end of a year.
 
3. Let Someone Else Do It for 
You
You can also do the whole thing 
online - and even have someone 
twist your arm. Check out SmartyPig.
com, where you choose a savings 
goal when you set up your account, 
and let SmartyPig keep the transfers 
going until you reach your goal. 
You can have family and friends 
contribute as well.
 
4. The Trusty Change Jar
Sometimes something as simple as a 
change jar/piggy bank is all you need 
to save some really money. Seem 
impossible? Think about this - it only 

takes $1.37/day to get to $500 in a 
year. If most families have two adults 
emptying their pockets into a bucket 
every day, the silver adds up fast.
 
5. Do a True Budget
Create a budget that accounts 
for money you don’t spend 
while on your trip - lower energy 
bills, weeknight movies, Netflix, 
suspended newspaper delivery, 
etc. This will give you a much more 
honest cash-flow analysis of how 
much your trip is going to cost you. 
Don’t forget to factor in non-travel 
costs like boarding for pets and 
hiring the neighbor kid to pick up 
your mail; in the end, you will have a 
better sense of what the trip actually 
costs.
 
6. Liquidate Directly into a 
Travel Fund
eBay or craigslist could be your new 
best friend when it comes to funding 
your next trip. Once you set up an 
account of some type per the above, 
start emptying out your closets of 
all your extra stuff, and fill up your 
dedicated travel accounts with the 
income.
 
Voila! Your next trip is paid for. 

Hotel chains have been going green for years, but one 
of the latest eco-friendly initiatives to catch our eye are 
wooden key cards by Sweden-based Sustainable Cards.
 

Using cards made from 
wood can reduce the 
carbon footprint by 50%. 
So far, hotel brands such 
as Radisson Blu, Westin, 
Four Seasons, Accor, and 
Kempinski - plus retailers 
like Starbucks and Whole 
Foods (which use them as 
gift cards) - have signed 

on. The European hotel company Scandic was an early 
supporter, while Mövenpick is the first to adopt them 
across the brand.
 
The cards - which are made with light-colored Nordic 
birch wood sourced from certified sustainable forests - can 

incorporate a magnetic strip, RFID chip, logos and other 
designs.

And key cards are just one of the many ways hotels are 
becoming more sustainable. While sustainability is not a 
new travel trend, it is one that is gaining more traction. 
There are continued initiatives by hotels to reduce water 
and chemical usage. More restaurants are promoting 
and using local ingredients and products. Rental 
car companies are offering more hybrid vehicles. More 
cities are offering bike rental stations and hybrid taxis. 
Even our airline friends are enacting sustainable 
policies – testing biofuels and flying more efficiently by 
reducing cabin weight and rethinking their routes. Travelers 
will be more eco-friendly by choosing travel suppliers with 
sustainable features plus vacationing closer to home and 
vacationing with a purpose.
 
Your travel footprint is lightening - whether you know it 
or not.

CREATIVE WAYS TO SAVE  
FOR YOUR NEXT VACATION

BEING GREEN JUST GOT EASIER
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Get out your urban dictionaries – the 
new year is bringing with it some 
new words to add to your travel 
vocabulary for 2015…
 
One interesting trend emerging in the 
U.K. is a new concept of hotel known 
as the ‘poshtel’- a hybrid of the 
hostel and the hotel, which is 
being targeted at consumers who 
are watching their pennies but who 
still desire a stylized, attractive hotel 
experience.
 
Many hostels are upgrading their 
facilities in response, and emphasizing 
modern and luxurious design with 
high-tech facilities. They are offering 
restaurants, twin en-suite rooms, 
free Wi-Fi and breakfast, in order to 
compete with boutique hotels.
 
Meanwhile, throughout Europe, 

peer-to-peer eating offerings 
– which offer travelers the 
chance to dine in local people’s 
homes – are also exploding in 
popularity.
 
This trend appears to be an extension 
of the popularity of alternative 
accommodation services like Airbnb 
– which enables home owners 
to rent out their properties 
to travel goers – as consumers 
seek value for money together with 
more authentic experiences on their 
vacations. Eatwith.com is one such 
company that offers this type of 
service – pairing travelers with homes 
cooks at their vacation destination.
 
And while ‘selfies’ exploded in 
popularity last year, 2015 is 
expected to be the year of the 
‘braggie.’

The ‘braggie’ is a picture taken 
and uploaded to social media by 
a vacationer in an attempt to brag 
about his/her exotic surroundings. 
Typical ‘braggies’ include a view from 
the hotel window, the room’s bed 
and the surrounding landscape.
 
And many hotels are tapping into 
this trend by offering customers free 
perks and rewards if they post their 
photos on to the hotel’s Facebook 
or Instagram accounts. One such 
example is Marriott, which has 
allowed loyal customers to 
earn extra perks by checking in 
to their hotels via social media 
or uploading pictures.
 
What would YOU like to see as the 
next trend in travel?

Think you know Club Med? Think 
again! Times have changed, and 
so have the resorts in the Club Med 
family. A Club Med all-inclusive 
vacation is fresh and exciting with 
new amenities and exotic resorts, 
and truly includes everything – 
which means convenient, stress-
free travel at a great value. You’ll 
enjoy seemingly unlimited sports 
(with equipment and instruction), 
family friendly resort options 
with children’s clubs with expert 
childcare, attentive hospitality, 
gourmet dining, premium liquors, 
spacious accommodations, and 
live entertainment. What more 
could you ask for??
 
From the stunning beaches of the 
Caribbean to the majestic peaks of 
the Alps, Club Med’s unparalleled 

all-inclusive resorts will let 
you follow your dreams to 
the four corners of the world.
 
For families, travel is now easier 
and more affordable than ever. 
Besides early booking savings, 
kids under 4 now stay FREE! 
Consider Ixtapa Pacific, Mexico 
a resort perennially ranked by 
Trip Advisor® among the best 
family resorts in the world. Or 
perhaps the newly transformed 
Cancun Yucatan, which boasts 
expanded childcare services 
and all-new oceanfront family 
accommodations with separate 
rooms for parents and kids.
 
Club Med is continuously 
improving their resorts and the 
most exciting enhancement will 
be completed at their Punta Cana 
resort in June, 2015. Club Med 
has partnered with Cirque du 
Soleil to offer “CREACTIVE”, 
a dreamlike immersive circus 
experience taking place on Club 
Med’s customized Playscape. Here 

guests can be trained in over 25 
circus activities, for both adults 
and children, by Gentil Circassiens 
(dedicated Circus team). Unique 
activities inspired by the wondrous 
and unexpected world of Cirque 
du Soleil include high bungee, 
tight rope, trampoline, 
juggling and even the double 
flying trapeze. From artistic to 
acrobatic activities, guests will 
have fun, learn new skills and 
achieve things never thought 
possible.
 
Whatever your idea of 
happiness is, you’ll find it at 
Club Med…
Club Med is so much more than a 
vacation – it’s a way of life. Here, 
there’s a special spirit that is unlike 
anything you’ve ever experienced. 
It combines freedom, individual 
empowerment, multiculturalism, 
and friendliness – so you not only 
feel welcome – you are a better, 
happier you.

Got Med?

2015 TRAVEL TRENDS

WHAT’S NEW & EXCITING AT CLUB MED? A LOT!

‘POSHTELS,’ ‘BRAGGIES,’ AND PEER-TO-PEER EATING (OH, MY!).

Over 65 all-inclusive resorts worldwide

Exclusive Offer:

and recieve

per booking* 

Book before
February 1, 2015

$100 
resort credit

For reservations call 
Ambassador Tours:

1-800-989-9000

Cancun Yucatan - MEXICO

* Resort credit coupon is redeemable at reception upon
checkout towards payment of resort purchases. Valid 
only in the U.S., Bahamas, Caribbean, and Mexico. 
Certificate valid for one year from date of issue. 
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CALL AMBASSADOR TOURS 
TODAY 800.989.9000 

Fares are per person, cruise only, based on double occupancy in the 
minimum categories. Airfare is additional. Fares are in US dollars and 
include nondiscountable amounts. Subject to availability. Certain 
restrictions apply and offers may be withdrawn at any time. Ships’ Registry: 
Bahamas.©2015 Ambassador Tours

Join Ambassador Tours’ 6th Annual 
Presidents Cruise with President& CEO: 
Gary Pollard and his wife Christine as 

they sail to the breathtaking Hawaiian 
Islands aboard Six Star Crystal Serenity. 

Come aboard for this 16-day journey 
sailing roundtrip  from San Francisco.

HAWAII ADVENTURE
16 DAYS • CRYSTAL SERENITY
ROUNDTRIP SAN FRANCISCO 

MAY 28, 2016

ORIENTAL EMBRACE
6 DAYS • CRYSTAL SYMPHONY
HO CHI MINH TO HONG KONG 

MARCH 16, 2015

PRESIDENT’S CRUISE BONUSPRESIDENT’S CRUISE BONUSPRESIDENT’S CRUISE BONUSPRESIDENT’S CRUISE BONUS

+PER PERSON

$400CASH BACK 
BONUS

$250
PER PERSON

SHIPBOARD
CREDIT

UP TO

starting from per person
$6,565

starting from per person
$1,890

EXCLUSIVELY FROM AMBASSADOR TOURS ABOARD 
CRYSTAL CRUISES
• Up to $250 per person shipboard credit

SPECIAL AMENITIES AVAILABLE ONLY FROM 
CRYSTAL CRUISES
• All-inclusive cruises include complimentary �ne wines  
 and premium spirits throughout both ships as well as  
 gratuities for housekeeping, bar, dining and Penthouse  
 butler staff. 

CRYSTAL SOCIETY SAVINGS RETURN GUESTS ENJOY
• Exclusive saving 

EARLY FULL PAYMENT SAVINGS
• Save an  additional  2.5% off all cruise fares when you  pay  
 for your  cruise in full, six months in advance

Ready to take that vacation 
but not sure where to go? 
Don’t sweat it! Whether 
you’re looking for romance, 
relaxation, family fun or 
pampering, use this list of 
ideas to pick the perfect 
vacation spot.  
 
I Stress. Therefore, I Spa…
Whether you dream about an adventure vacation 
getaway, spiritual rejuvenation, healthy weight loss, or 
total tune-up for mind and body, there’s a destination spa 
vacation where it can all come together for you. Discover 
the life-enriching, soul-soothing, enduring effects of the 
spa lifestyle. The benefits of a destination health spa 
vacation are real and the experiences are tailored for you 
in the world’s most beautiful settings. Find a fabulous spa 
and spend a long weekend catching up with a dear friend 
over more than just manis and pedis. Got a little more 
time? Who says Paris is just for lovers? Grab a map, a 
few changes of clothes and spend a few weeks exploring 
the phenomenal spas of Europe at your own pace.

Isn’t it Romantic…
Want to get away with the love of your life? Let me count 
the ways! Take dinner and a movie to the next level. 
Find a great film festival - how about Maui, Shanghai or 
Montreal - and buy a weekend pass. You’ll never run out 
of things to talk about. Or visit a winery and stay over in a 
quaint bed-and-breakfast. Nothing says relaxation more 
than a bottle of wine and one-on-one time. Got a little 
more time? Always wishing you had more quality time 
with your significant other? Save up your vacation time 
for an extended trip. Nothing can bring you closer than 
hiking the mountains of New Zealand, exploring the 
Australian outback or getting lost in the ancient Incan 
ruins at Machu Picchu.

Vacation for One, 
Please…
Need some honest to 
goodness “ME” time? Rent 
a cozy cabin in the woods or 
a house at the beach. Bring a 
few good books, your journal 
and leave your phone and 
computer at home! Or if you 

want a little more excitement, big cities are full of adventure 
- with tons of activities for single travelers. Spend a long 
weekend exploring museums, seeing a show or shopping! 
Got a little more time? Have you dreamed of taking an 
African safari, but can’t find anyone else who shares your 
enthusiasm for lions and tigers and…giraffes? Find a tour 
heading to the one place you’ve always dreamed of going. 
Let Ambassador Tours plan your trip while you spend your 
time making new friends.
 
Family Time…
Take your family South of the Border for some Club 
Med-style family fun. The charming Club Med Ixtapa 
Village quickly woos kids and parents with its seemingly 
endless roster of activities for all ages. If your family is 
looking for an island excursion to get away from it all, 
the Hilton Waikoloa Village promises endless activity 
and unprecedented luxury. This 64-acre paradise 
sprawls along the Kohala Coast and offers families a 
tropical adventure. Parents hoping to find a child-friendly 
haven can sign their tykes up for Camp Menehune. 
This day and night camp allows kids to feed koi and 
swans, hunt for treasure, and explore tidepools. Got 
a little more time? Discover a lost civilization this 
vacation, and let your family act as the explorers! The 
extraordinary Atlantis Resort on Paradise Island in the 
Bahamas recreates the infamous lost continent, filled 
with adventure and intrigue.
Oh, the places you’ll go! Ambassador Tours is here to help!

So many apps, so little 
time. There are countless 
cellphone apps that swear 
they will change your life 
and most (let’s face it) don’t 
live up to the hype. But 
there are a few keepers out 
there that can actually add 
some value to your trips. 
And since everyone loves a 
bargain (and most of us are 
still recovering from holiday 
shopping bills), these apps 
are all FREE. Take a peek 
and see if any of them 

might help YOU on your 
next adventure. 
 
CO Everywhere
The goal of this app is to let 
you know about absolutely 
everything happening 
around you. The app 
lets you follow the social 
activity in a location simply 
by drawing with your finger 
on a map. Draw a circle 
around your travel location, 
and CO Everywhere will 
pull in all of the public 

Instagrams, Facebook 
photos, tweets, and check-
ins nearby. You can search 
by location or by event, 
or just browse the app to 
actually plan your travel.
 
iHandy Translator
This is the app that Siri was 
made for. Speak any phrase 
into your voice-recognition 
software, and this app can 
translate it for you into 52 
different languages. 
 

TruxMap
Traveling domestically? 
This is one of those apps 
that you never thought you 
needed until the day you 
downloaded it. TruxMap 
lets you search for your 
favorite food trucks and 
then track down their 
locations in 34 U.S. cities. 
It’s fabulous for exploring 
the mobile food scene of a 
new city.

YES, VIRGINIA, THERE IS A  
PERFECT VACATION FOR YOU

FREE TRAVEL APPS THAT WILL CHANGE YOUR LIFE
(OR AT LEAST HELP YOU TRAVEL SMARTER)
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Ambassador Tours 60th Anniversary Escorted Cruise
This year we celebrate Ambassador Tours’ 60th Anniversary, 
and we have planned an epic cruise aboard Princess that will be 
lead by both Ambassador’s founders, Stan & Leone Pollard, as 
well as Ambassador’s fearless leader, Gary and his wife, Chris. 
It’s been a family affair since the beginning, so it’s only fitting…
 
Join the Pollards for a 17-night cruise aboard Coral Princess® 
and sail from San Francisco September 21, 2015 under the 
Golden Gate Bridge en route to one of the greatest man-made 
super sized marvels this world has to off er, the Panama Canal, 
ending in Ft. Lauderdale.
from $1,699

2016 Annual President’s Cruise: Hawaii Adventure
Join Gary and his wife, Chris, as they carry on the company’s 
popular Cruise Escort Tradition with their Annual President’s 
Cruise, an exciting 16-day cruise to Hawaii – roundtrip San 
Francisco - departing on May 28, 2016 aboard Crystal Serenity. 
Enjoy this incredible journey and those glorious island breezes as 
only Crystal Cruises , and Gary & Chris can show you! 
from Call for special rates

• Up to an additional $400 Cash Back Bonus per person 
• Up to $250 per person shipboard credit
• Deposit is only $700 per person

Touch the spirit of Polynesian hospitality and 
culture aboard the award-winning, deluxe 
m/s Paul Gauguin. Cruising the turquoise 
waters of Tahiti and the South Seas, drawing 
close to ports larger vessels cannot reach.

EXTRAORDINARY ALLINCLUSIVE FEATURES
•  Spacious, oceanview accommodations
•  All meals and 24 hour room service
•  Onboard beverages, including select wine, 

beer, and spirits  
• Prepaid gratuities

Tahiti & the Society Islands | 7 days 
 from $3,995

Cook Islands & Society Islands | 11 days
 from $5,495

Guests enjoy 50% off 
cruise fares plus included
airfare from Los Angeles!{ {

For More information or to make 
a reservation, contact Ambassador 

Tours at 800-989-9000 or visit 
AmbassadorTours.com

8612_Ambassador Tours Newsletter Ad.indd   1 11/24/14   9:55 AM
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We create once-in-a-lifetime experiences every time!

Service  - Warm and Genuine

Aboard  - Elegant and Appealing

Culinary - A Taste of Perfection

Journeys - Astonishing Discoveries

CALL AMBASSADOR TOURS 
TODAY 800.989.9000 

Holland America Line – Designed to be large 
enough to offer diverse amenities, yet small enough to 

feel stylish and sophisticated.

Holland America Line’s ms Koningsdam, due 
for delivery in February 2016. Open for 

reservations now, the first sailings of the 
line’s new flagship will be one seven-day 

cruise followed by a six cruise series of 12-day 
itineraries throughout the Mediterranean

ALASKA • SOUTH PACIFIC
CARIBBEAN • EUROPE • AND MORE...

2014 was the year of Quantum of the Seas - boasting such 
innovative new features as the first skydiving simulator at 
sea and a glass capsule on a mechanical arm that rises high 
above the ship for bird’s-eye views. It also features Two70, an 
unusual, multilevel entertainment space with floor-to-ceiling 
windows that will feature live aerial performances as well as 
digital performances projected on moving screens.
 
Ambassador Tour’s president, Gary Pollard, recently experienced 
this modern wonder, up close and personal. He was absolutely 
“wowed” and went on and on about the new and exciting 
features aboard this marvel. Don’t miss your chance to see it for 
yourself, and be among the first passengers to sail Quantum of 
the Seas – find out what all the fuss is about!
 
COMING IN 2015
Avalon Waterways – Tranquility II® and Tapestry 
II®

In order to deliver a cruise unlike any other, Avalon Waterways 
is constantly evolving the Avalon experience, adding intriguing 
features—and exciting new ships—every year! For 2015, 
they’re introducing two more Suite Ships® to their fleet. The 
gorgeous Avalon Tranquility II® and Tapestry II® will grace the 
legendary waters of Europe, and ensure you’re in for a sweet 
treat. So, what makes a Suite Ship® so sweet? Their exclusive 
Panorama Suites - exquisite accommodations with more 
space to stretch out and enjoy your cruise, innovative room 
configuration to highlight every view, and a huge Open-Air 
Balcony® that provides an indoor/outdoor seating area without 
sacrificing room space. Plus, they offer Avalon Choice®...for a 
uniquely customizable river cruise adventure.
 

Sneak Peek at 2016…
 
Regent Seven Seas Cruises –Seven Seas 
Explorer
Seven Seas Explorer® features sophisticated designer suites, 
elegant public areas, extensive gourmet dining options, a 
world-class spa and a host of amenities all created with 
the personality, warmth and soul of classic and timeless 
design. Travel to the world’s most coveted destinations while 
surrounded by the splendor of the new standard in luxury 
cruising. Seven Seas Explorer® — The Most Luxurious Ship 
Ever Built™

Holland America Line – ms Koningsdam
Her name sets the tone. Its roots, like the ship itself, are a mix 
of something contemporary and something classic: “Koning,” 
means king in Dutch—and is a salute to King Willem-
Alexander, the Netherland’s first king in more than 100 years. 
And “dam,” because, after all … this is a Holland America Line 
ship, and the “dam” naming convention dates back to 1883. 
Setting sail in February 2016, the ship will head to the azure 
waters of the Mediterranean on a seven-day Premiere Voyage 
and continue on a series of 12-day Premiere Sailings through 
early May 2016.

Which ship are YOU most looking forward to exploring this 
year??

2015-2016 NEWEST CRUISE SHIPS



CALL AMBASSADOR TOURS 
TODAY 800.989.9000 

• FREE Unlimited Shore Excursions

• FREE Specialty Restaurants

• FREE Unlimited Beverages 
 PlusFine Wines &Premium Spirits

• FREE Open Bars and Lounges PLUS
 In-Suite Mini-bar Replenished Daily

• FREE Pre-Paid Gratuities

Ask about additional shipboard 
credit on select sailings

• 2-for-1 Fares
• FREE Economy Roundtrip Airfare*
• Special Business Class air upgrade
 $499each way* 
 

Fares are per person, cruise only, based on double occupancy in the 
minimum categories. Airfare is per person and additional. Fares are in US 
dollars and include nondiscountable amounts. Subject to availability. 
Certain restrictions apply and offers may be withdrawn at any time. Ships’ 
Registry: Bermuda. ©2014 Ambassador Tours

London to Copenhagen
12 nights • June 6, 2015

aboard Seven Seas Voyager
$500 shipboard credit

per suite

MAKE YOUR VACTION 
YOUR VERY OWN...

CALL AND ASK ABOUT

It’s still one of the most British cities in North America, but 
there’s more to Victoria than tearooms, antique shops 
and galleries (though there are plenty of those). Driven 
by the younger generation, the city has sprouted a 
collection of cool shops, authentic coffee bars 
and exceptional restaurants. It also has more 
cycling routes than any other Canadian city, providing a 
great way to explore the picturesque location (and avoid 
an afternoon of antique shopping).
 

The capital city of British Columbia, Canada, Victoria is 
located on the southern tip of Vancouver Island 
off Canada’s Pacific coast, and is one of the oldest 
cities in the Pacific Northwest. Named after Queen 
Victoria of the United Kingdom (and, at the time, British 
North America), the city has retained a large number of 
its historic buildings, in particular its two most famous 
landmarks, the British Columbia Parliament Buildings 
and the Empress hotel. The city’s Chinatown is the 
second oldest in North America after San Francisco’s.
 
Victoria is a unique blend of old world charm and 
new world experiences. As an island destination, 
Victoria offers visitors an escape from the hurried 
world and beams with ambience. Here you will find 
heritage architecture, colorful gardens and traditions 
like afternoon tea, mixed with a plethora of outdoor 
adventure, authentic culinary experiences and an 
enviable cocktail and craft beer scene.
 
Beacon Hill Park is the central city’s main urban green 
space. Its area of 190 acres adjacent to Victoria’s 
southern shore includes numerous playing 
fields, manicured gardens, exotic species of 
plants and animals such as wild peacocks, a 
petting zoo, and views of the Strait of Juan de Fuca 
and the Olympic Mountains in Washington across it. The 
sport of cricket has been played in Beacon Hill Park since 
the mid-19th century. Each summer, the City of Victoria 
presents dozens of concerts at the Cameron Band Shell 
in Beacon Hill Park. 

What to do…what to do? Devote a day to Victoria’s 
picturesque Inner Harbour. Here you’ll find popular 
sites like the Parliament Buildings and the Royal British 
Columbia Museum, as well as cafés and restaurants 
boasting wonderful views of the water. After you’ve 
exhausted central Victoria, get a feel for British Columbia’s 
natural side: Spend some time at the renowned Butchart 

Gardens, hike through Goldstream Provincial 
Park or enjoy a ferry ride to nearby Sooke (and 
keep your eyes peeled for whales). Just make sure you 
save an afternoon for the Cowichan Valley, 
where dozens of small vineyards offer tours and tastings.
 
Boasting the mildest climate in Canada, Victoria is one 
of those majestic destinations which is green and 
beautiful year-round. In fact, Vancouver Island, 
where Victoria is located, is rated the TOP ISLAND in 
the Continental US and Canada and one of the TOP TEN 
ISLANDS IN THE WORLD by the 2012 Travel+Leisure 
World’s Best Awards. You should really visit.

Fun Facts
• Victoria is internationally renowned as the “City of   
 Gardens”
• 13 per cent of the Canadian Olympic team that   
 participated in  the 2008 Olympic Summer Games in  
 Beijing, China is from Victoria.
• Approximately 1,500 hanging baskets adorn 
 lampposts throughout the City of Victoria each   
 summer
• Number of cups of tea served annually at The   
 Fairmont Empress Hotel: 500,000
• National Geographic Magazine recognizes Vancouver  
 Island as one of the best cold-water diving   
 destinations in the world and the renowned Jacques  
 Cousteau Society rates the area as only second to the  
 Red Sea for diversity of marine life and water clarity
• Victoria’s waters are home to  three resident pods of  
 orca whales, totaling over 80 mammals
• The Maritime Museum of British Columbia is home to  
 North America’s oldest operating birdcage elevator
 
Victoria, British Columbia is full of life! The wild beauty 
of the Pacific coast and adventures in the great outdoors 
are within city limits and ocean and mountain vistas 
will follow you wherever you go.
 
Victoria is a year round destination that offers a friendly, 
safe haven for all visitors. Getting there is easy and once 
you’ve arrived, you’ll feel a million miles away (who 
could ask for more??). With an energetic and vibrant 
atmosphere, it’s no surprise that Victoria, B.C. is one of 
the world’s favorite destinations.
 
Are you ready to make it one of yours??

Spotlight Destination: VICTORIA, B.C.
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The Land Down Under, the Top of the 
World, the City of Lights, the Big Easy, 
the Eternal City, the Emerald Isle ... 
countries, cities, places with monikers 
that conjure up unforgettable sights 
and a longing to see them. These are 
what bucket lists are made of. Whether 
you dream of visiting places far or 
near, a bucket list is a thing of dreams 
and aspirations. And no matter how 
well traveled you are, there’s always 
someplace new that fills you with a 
burning desire to visit. Grab a pen - if 
any of these aren’t already on your list, 
you might want to add them…
 
Volcanoes and Hot Springs. 
Just out-of-the-ordinary enough to 
qualify as a true adventure, Iceland 
has amazing scenic drives and a 
buzzing music scene, not to mention 

an opportunity to view the majestic 
northern lights!
 
Top of the World. Fascinated by 
Nepal and Tibet? A trip to that part 
of Asia should be high on your bucket 
list. If you feel most at home in the 
mountains, love breathtaking views 
and the chance for some meditation 
among the mountain top monasteries, 
this might be the dream vacation for 
you.

What a View. Ever taken the sunset 
Harbour Bridge climb in Sydney, 
Australia? We recommend doing it as 
the sun is setting and then come down 
as it gets dark and the city is twinkling 
in lights.

 The Seventh Continent. If you’ve 
been lucky enough to do a good 
amount of international traveling, 
perhaps last on your “to do” list is the 
ever-elusive continent of Antarctica. A 
must on the list of the adventurous!
 
On a Mission. Did you ever see 
the 1986 movie “The Mission?” 
The images of life atop the glorious 
waterfall between Argentina and 
Brazil make an impression. If you’re 
planning a trip to South America, why 
not add a pilgrimage to this impressive 
landmark?
 
Whether you call it a bucket list, a life 
list or a wish list, most travelers have a 
few destinations they absolutely must 
visit in their lifetime. What’s on YOUR 
list?

Think $5 can’t get you anything worth 
while? From jewelry in India to a meal 
for two in Hanoi, here’s what $5 can 
buy you around the world.
 
Hanoi, Vietnam
Four bia hoi (a thin draft lager that 
costs about 40 cents a glass) and two 
bowls of pho.
 
London
A ride within Zone 1 on the tube and 
a copy of the Evening Standard.
 
Kyoto
A dozen soy milk mini-doughnuts 
and a sweet soy milk soft serve from 
Fujino Tofu in Nishiki Market.
 
New York City
A shot of mezcal at Alex Stupak’s new 
Empellón Al Pastor in the East Village.
 
Mexico City
Thirteen rides on the subway.

 
Paris
A single-shot espresso, pain au 
chocolat, and entry into Musée de 
l’Orangerie (free the first Sunday of 
every month) to see Monet’s water 
lilies.
 
Tokyo
Three limited-edition Kit Kats from 
the world’s only limited-edition Kit Kat 
shop, in the Seibu Department store.
 
Jaipur, India
An armful of rhinestone-studded glass 
bangles from one of the vendors at 
Johari Bazaar.

Dubrovnik, Croatia
Bijela kava, which is the famous 
balkan “white coffee” (essentially a 
latte), plus tip at Gradska Kavana in 
Dubrovnik’s Old City.
 
Singapore
A plate of hokkien mee and a Tiger 
beer at Bukit Timah hawker center.
 
Cartagena, Colombia
A Limonada de Coco (Cartagena’s 
signature non-alcoholic blender drink, 
made with lime and coconut) at the 
bar of the Sofitel Santa Clara.
 
Antwerp, Belgium
A serving of the incredible fries (fluffy 
on the inside, crispy on the outside) 
from Frituur No. 1, right on the 
Groenplaats.
 
Now take that fiver you have in you 
wallet and get traveling!

BUCKET LIST TRAVEL

 AROUND THE WORLD WITH $5
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Call Ambassador Tours, 
Your American Queen 

Steamboat Company Experts 
at (800) 989-9000

Every Cruise Includes:
Complimentary shore excursions 

in every port
★

Complimentary wine and beer with dinner 
★

Complimentary cappuccino, 
espresso, bottled water and soft drinks 

throughout your voyage 
★

Fine Dining and Regional cuisine 
★

Gracious service from a friendly 
all-American sta� 

★
Daily lectures by our Riverlorian

American Empress® 
9-Day Cruises in the pristine 
Paci� c Northwest along the 
Columbia and Snake Rivers

American Queen® 
5 to 9-Day Cruises along the 

Upper Mississippi, Lower Mississippi, 
and Ohio & Tennessee Rivers

COMPLIMENTARY 
2 CABIN 

CATEGORY UPGRADE – 
A SAVINGS OF 
UP TO $3,800* 

BOOK BY MARCH 31, 2015

*Off er expires March 31, 2015 and is valid on new, 
paid-in-full bookings only. Full payment at time of 
booking is required to redeem this off er. Additional 
terms and conditions apply – call for complete details.

AQSC_AmbassadorToursNewsletter2_0115.indd   1 12/12/14   12:02 PM



©2014 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: 
Malta and Ecuador. 14041619 • 11/2014

Book a veranda or higher stateroom 
by January 31 and receive a dinner for 
two in one of our specialty restaurants 
onboard.

Call Ambassador Tours, your Celebrity 
Cruises experts at 800.989.9000

Fares are per person, based on double occupancy. Offer Subject to 
availability. Certain restrictions apply and offers may be withdrawn at 
any time. Ship registry: The Netherlands. CST#2017032-20

CALL AMBASSADOR TOURS 
TODAY 800.989.9000 

Explore a world that’s uniquely
Holland America Line. 

Sail out of San Francisco
Your Choice...

16-Day Panama Canal
San Francisco to Ft. Lauderdale
ms Oosterdam
September 30, 2015

from $1999
47-Day Tales of the South 
Pacific
San Francisco to  to San Diego
ms Amsterdam
September 30, 2015

from $5899

For the past few years, my husband 
and I have done a lot of cruising 
(lucky us!). On the last cruise, we 
started talking to people about 
safaris.  We were going to wait a few 
more years but the people we spoke 
to encouraged us to do it “sooner, 
rather than later,” and so we did!  I 
had some trepidation about insects, 
heat, hot air ballooning and small 
bush planes but it turned out there 
was no need to worry about any of 
it.
 
We contacted our long-time travel 
agent, Gary Pollard, and went over 
with Gary some of the possible safari 
vacations that were available. We 
decided we would go with Micato 
Safaris so we would have somebody 
with us at all times.  We chose East 
Africa, Kenya and Tanzania.
 

There were 6 of us traveling together, 
plus our guides - Peter in Kenya 
and Raphael in Tanzania.  The tent 
accommodations were truly 
superb. In fact, some of the “tents” 
were like individual bungalows with 
separate living/bedrooms and tons 
of space.   We gave the food 5 
stars, which was a real surprise out 
in the middle of nowhere along with 
extremely attentive service; we 
couldn’t ask for more!

We began our safari in Nairobi 
where we met with Jane and Felix 
Pinto, the founders of the company.
We had a delightful tour of Karen 
Blixen’s home, an overview of Nairobi 
and a visit to the giraffe center.  We 
learned there are 3 subspecies of 
giraffes in Africa, the endangered 
Rothchild, the reticulated and the 
Maasai.  Gee, I’m beginning to 
sound like a zoologist and I haven’t 
even begun to see all the wildlife!!
 

The next day we departed on our 
first bush plane.  What a trip!  Not 
scary at all, in fact, it was a lot of fun 
up there.  We visited a Samburu 
village – what a 180 from how 
we live –fascinating…  They are 
a nomadic people and move every 6 
months in search of water for their 
cattle. 
 
Then every 2 days we were off 
to another place.  We flew to 
the Maasai Mara in Kenya and the 
Serengeti in Tanzania. We did our hot 
air balloon ride over the Serengeti 
very early in the morning.  Wow, was 
it terrific - we were just floating 
on air over the animals; feeling 
like a bird might feel.

 
And boy, did we see more animals 
from our truck.  Some are very hard 
to spot because their colorings 
blend in so well, but spot them we 
did! What really struck us about 
the animals is that they were totally 
oblivious to trucks and people, they 
just meandered along, doing their 

thing!  In Tanzania, we saw 
herds of elephants, lionesses 
walking with their cubs, 
hyenas and vultures eating 
remains of kills, long lines of 
zebras and wildebeests, white 
and black rhinos that walked 
right across the road amongst all 
the trucks, and photographers going 
crazy - yes, you just click away like 
there is no tomorrow and then you 
click some more.   We saw many 
cheetahs, in fact one walked around 
our truck and just sat down next to 
me on the road, he was so close I 
could hear him breathing and I just 
wanted to put my hand out and pet 
him… but thought that might not be 
the best choice.  It was amazing!

 
There were gorgeous colored birds, 
lizards that change color to attract 
a mate, ostriches flapping wings to 
attract another ostrich, really one 
thing after another after another… 
our guides were encyclopedic in their 
knowledge.
 

There is a ton more but it would take 
a book.  We had the most wonderful, 
phenomenal vacation and because 
we never saw the elusive leopard, 
we may just have to go back!  In a 
heartbeat!!
 
Howard and Renee Schlesinger
Ambassador Clients since 2013  

Have a great story you want to 
share? E-mail us!  
ambtours@ambassadortours.com

CLIENT STORY – BY: HOWARD AND RENEE SCHLESINGER

A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE
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SHIPS THAT WERE 
BUILT AROUND YOU.
The Suite Ships® of Avalon are revolutionizing 

the river cruise industry. Our spacious, 

innovative Panorama SuitesSM are some of 

the biggest in river cruising, featuring giant 

wall-to-wall windows and unique Open-

Air Balconies®, that don’t compromise your 

interior room space. More space. Bigger 

views. More comfort. Our innovative Suite 

Ships deliver more of everything to you. 

Call us for the 2015 Ambassador 
Tours Prepaid Gratuity Sailings.

RECOMMENDED READING
You Only Live Once: A Lifetime of Experiences 
for the Explorer in all of us, Lonely Planet

‘You only live once; but if you do it 
right, once is enough.’ - Mae West.
You Only Live Once will inspire readers 
of all ages to seize the moment, 
channel their inner hero, explore 
the world, create moments they will 

celebrate for years to come, and share their incredible 
stories. Providing suggestions for life’s essential 
experiences for every stage of life, this eclectic gift book 
is the perfect manual for a life well-lived. When you 
know what’s stopping you, you can start working on a 
solution. Perhaps this book will be as useful in helping 
you identify obstacles as will be for refining your 
month’s or your year’s travel experiences. Then it’s time 
to turn to Lonely Planet’s extensive travel resources and 
begin planning the rest of your life.

Endurance: Shackleton’s 
Incredible Voyage, Alfred Lansing
The astonishing saga of polar explorer 
Ernest Shackleton’s survival for over a 
year on the ice-bound Antarctic seas, 
as Time magazine put it, “defined 

heroism.” Alfred Lansing’s scrupulously researched and 
brilliantly narrated book has long been acknowledged 

as the definitive account of the Endurance’s fateful trip. 
To write their authoritative story, Lansing consulted 
with ten of the surviving members and gained access 
to diaries and personal accounts by eight others. 
The resulting book has all the immediacy of a first-
hand account, expanded with maps and illustrations 
especially for this edition. 
 

My Paris Kitchen: Recipes and 
Stories, David Lebovitz
It’s been ten years since David 
Lebovitz packed up his most treasured 
cookbooks, a well-worn cast-iron skillet, 
and his laptop and moved to Paris. In 
My Paris Kitchen, David remasters the 

classics, introduces lesser-known fare, and presents 100 
sweet and savory recipes that reflect the way modern 
Parisians eat today. You’ll find Cassoulet, Coq au vin, and 
Croque-monsieur, as well as Smoky barbecue-style pork, 
Lamb shank tagine, and Dukkah-roasted cauliflower. 
And of course, there’s dessert: Warm chocolate cake with 
salted butter caramel sauce, Bay leaf poundcake with 
orange glaze, French cheesecake...and the list goes on. 
David also shares stories told with his trademark wit and 
humor, and lush photography taken on location around 
Paris and in David’s kitchen reveals the quirks, trials, 
beauty, and joys of life in the culinary capital of the world.
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LONDON CALLING.
YOU SHOULD ANSWER.

FROM $1,529
BRITAIN TOURS

Call Ambassador Tours,
your Globus experts,

at 800.989.9000!

Fares are per person, land only, based on double occupancy 
(3/21/2015). Offer Subject to availability. Certain restrictions apply and 
offers may be withdrawn at any time. CST#2017032-20

The French Riviera is known the world over for its glamour 
and beauty—but these select gems take it to a whole 
new level. Prepare to be swept off your feet!
 
La Colline du Chateau — Nice, France
Any trip to the Côte d’Azur should begin with a stop in Nice, 
overlooking the sparkling waters of the Mediterranean. 
Start with a climb up to La Colline du Château (Castle Hill) 
to see what all the fuss is about.
 
Old Town — Nice, France
Nice’s colorful Vieille Ville, or Old Town, is a delightful maze 
of narrow streets chock full of personality-laden eateries, 
galleries, and shops. Cafes dot the many squares in the 
Old Town, so take the opportunity to sit down, coffee in 
hand, and people-watch the day away.

Grasse, France
While famous perfumeries like Fragonard offer free tours 
of their factories, the real reason to come here is to take 
in the never-ending fields of lavender that dominate the 
area’s hilly landscape. Grasse is conveniently located 
between Cannes and Nice, so a quick stop here is worth 
your while, if only to pick up a few bottles of perfume and 
stop to smell the lavender.
 

Monaco
Bordered by France on three 
sides, the petite principality of 
Monaco is a bastion of glitz and 
glamour, with yachts parked in 
the harbor. While it’s typically 
known as a playground for 
the ultra rich, those short on 

cash can still enjoy themselves here - excursions to stately 
sights like the Prince’s Palace, Fort Antoine, and Monaco 
Cathedral are enjoyable and won’t break the bank. But 
then there’s the Monte-Carlo casino… You only live once, 
right?
 
Put a little romance (and adventure!) in your life and 
explore these extraordinary cities to find out what makes 
the French Riviera so intoxicating.

ROMANCE        RIVIERAON  
THE



Embark on a journey 
of discovery

THE WORLD’S LEADING RIVER CRUISE LINE...BY FAR®

Note: 2-for-1 cruise and international air discounts are considered 
a single offer. International air does not have to be purchased to 
get cruise offer. Must request offer EBD at time of booking and 
pay in full by current expiration date; call for details. Valid on new 
bookings only as of 12/5/14, subject to availability and may not be 
combinable with any other offers except Viking Explorer Society 
Travel Credits and Referral Rewards. Viking reserves the right to 
correct errors and to change any and all fares, fees and surcharges 
at any time. Additional terms and conditions apply; see Passenger 
Ticket Contract at vikingrivercruises.com. CST#2052644-40

Ask for Viking’s Early Booking Discounts. 
Call Ambassador Tours, your Viking Cruises 
experts at 800-989-9000!

VIKING RIVER CRUISES, a Travel + Leisure 
and Condé Nast Traveler award winner, offers 
the best itineraries on the rivers of Europe, 
Russia and China. Enjoy exciting cities, rich 
cultural experiences, fi ne dining and deluxe 
accommodations on board the most modern 
ships—with everything from meals to shore 
excursions included in your fare.

Ambassador Advantage
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How do I love thee, Instagram? Let me count the ways! 
#funtraveltool #brillianttravelresource #notjustfortravelselfies 
#whatareyouwaitingforuseinstagramfortravel
 
If you have never used Instagram as a travel tool, now’s the 
time to start! The uber-popular photo-sharing service can 
work in your favor as an amazing resource for your travel 
adventures. Here are a few tips:
 
Find a City’s IGers Page
How do you tap into the massive community of local 
Instagram users in a new town? Start local to get an idea 
of who’s influential in the community and what the most 
common hashtags are. Find a city’s IGers page (oftentimes 
@igers + city name) and check out who admins the page, 
as well as the preferred hashtags for the city. (HINT: IGers = 
Instagrammers.)
 
Get a Glimpse at Daily Life
Instagram can give you a live look into almost any big city 
in the world at any given time. You can see how people 
are dressed, what the weather is like, and what people are 

saying about any big events or goings-on in town. A look at 
the #igerssandiego tag might tell you that San Diego is sunny 
and warm, but peeking at #igerslondon shows that winter 
is coming—and there was a pretty spectacular sunset over 
the city last night.
 
Read the Instagram Blog
Another great resource is the Instagram blog, available both 
online and through the app itself. Not only will you find new 
people to follow, but you’ll also find a link to Instameets 
all over the world. Headed to NYC for the weekend? See if 
there’s an Instameet you can join and get inside tips on what 
to do from people who live there.
 
Make Use of Your Own Network
Don’t underestimate your own followers as well—tell them 
where you are and ask for their suggestions. If a person is 
Instagramming the places they’ve been, there’s a good 
chance they’ll want to share their favorite attractions, too.
 
Ready…set…hashtag!

Ambassador Tours is having a huge CRUISE SALE from Jan. 13 - Jan. 27, 2015. We will be featuring many of 
our wonderful cruise lines, including Princess, Celebrity, Crystal, Cunard, Holland America and Royal Caribbean.

HOW TO USE INSTAGRAM AS A TRAVEL GUIDE
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LIVE FOR THE WOW

A FAMILY VACATION 
THAT’S TRULY WOW

CALL AMBASSADOR TOURS, YOUR ROYAL 
CARIBBEAN EXPERTS AT 800.989.9000 

FOR A LIMITED TIME OFFER

Vow to WOW your family in 2015 
with a muddy Jamaican adventure, 

snorkeling in the Bahamas, or a 
European summer they’ll never forget.

See your travel agent for more details. WOW is a registered trademark of Royal Caribbean International. 
©2014 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ships registry: The Bahamas. 14041723 • 12/3/2014
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